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1950 GENERAL FARM REPORT 


WEATHER AND CROPS-1950 SEASON 


North Carolina farmers enjoyed 
another favorable year for crop 
lop monenbirasinjakrayae oldie ienee MASE NOe Gatalee yall 
crops except cotton. Per acre 
yields from corn, tobacco, soybeans 
and Irish potatoes set new record 
highs. The cotton crop was one of 
the poorest of record. 

Thie carry over of moisture 
supplies into the year 1950 was 
generally adequate. However, the 
extended period of below average 
rainfall during the first four 
months of the year, caused some 
delay in the preparation of land 
for spring planting and resulted 
in somewhat later than usual seed- 
ing of most spring crops. 

Replanting of cotton and corn 
was generally greater than usual 
because of dry soil conditions. 

In the Western Mountain areas 
of the State, rainfall during the 
first three months did not vary 
greatly from normal, although April 
rainfall was much below normal. 
In May, June and July, rainfall 
was considerably above average for 
the State as a whole. 

In eastern sections July 
rainfall was nearly 5 inches above 
normal. Fields in many sections 
were flooded, with above surface 
water remaining for several days. 

(Continued on Page 4) 


MILK PRODUCTION AT RECORD LEVEL 


During November, milk cows on 
North Carolina farms produced 130 
million pounds of milk to set a 
new record for the month. Out- 
put during November was 6 percent 
above the 123 million pounds of 
milk produced during the same month 
a year ago and 19 percent above the 
1939-48 average output of 109 million 
pounds. 

Milk production per cow also 
set a new high record for the month. 
The 375,000 cows on North Carolina 
farms produced an average of 346 
pounds per cow. This compares with 
an average of 340 pounds per cow 
in November of last year. 


1950 FLUE-CURED YIELDS 
RECORD HIGH 


Growers of flue-cured tobacco 
in North Carolina produced a total 
of 852,895,000 pounds of the leaf 
in 1950. This estimate is based 
on reports received from growers 
from a special tobacco survey made 
in November and an all crops survey 
obtained through Rural Mail Carriers 
at that time and the latest data on 
marketings of the crop. 

A crop of the size currently es- 
timated would be the third largest 
of record being exceeded by 913 
million pounds in 1946 and 892.2 
million pounds in 1947. Production 
for 1950 was 16.6 percent above 
that for last year while acreage 
was up by only 2.4 percent. The 
high level of production for this 
year was due principally to record 
high yields. The average per acre 
yield for flue-cured tobacco reached 
an all-time high of 1,345 pounds in 
1950 compared to 1,178 pounds in 1949, 
the previous record high of 1,239 
pounds in 1948 and the ten-year 
(1939-48) average of 1,066 pounds. 

Production of type 1l tobacco 
is estimated at 330 million pounds 
compared with 256.8 million pounds 
last year and a 10-year average of 
254.8 million pounds. The 1950 
crop was tne second largest ever 
produced and was due in part to a 
4.2 percent increase in acreage 
but was mostly the result of a re- 
cord yield of 1320 pounds. 

Type 12 production is estimated 
at 423,660,000 pounds compared with 
378, 480,000 in 1949 and a 10-year 
average Of 358,674,000 pounds. Total 
poundage this year is the fourth 
largest of record even though ac- 

(Continued on Page 2) 


RECORD YIELD AND PRODUCTION 
OF CORN SET IN 1950 


The 1950 corn crop in North Caro- 
lina is estimated at 81,955,000 bush- 
els. This is a record crop and ex- 
ceeds the previous 1949 record crop 


(Continued on Page 4) 


COTTON PROSPECTS UP SLIGHTLY 


On the basis of reports from 
growers and Census Ginnings' to 
December 1, cotton production in 
North Carolina is now estimated at 
180,000 bales. This is a slight in- 
crease over the previous forecast, 
but still one of the shortest cotton 
crops of record. Production last 
year totaled 466,000 bales. The 
10-year average production is 578,000 
bales. 

Lint. yield per acre is currently 
estimated at 152 pounds compared with 
259 pounds the previous year and 
the 10-year average of 373 pounds. 

North Carolina cotton growers 
harvested 565,000 acres this year 
compared with 860,000 acres harvest- 
ed during 1949. The 10-year av- 
erage acreage harvested is 738,000 acres. 

The 591,000 acres in cultivation 
on July 1 was about 32 percent below 
the 869,000 acres in cultivation 
July 1, 1949, and 21 percent below 
the 10-year average of 750,000 acres 
in cultivation on this date. 

The North Carolina cotton crop 
got off to a. slow start. duce. to 
adverse weather conditions at and 
immediately following planting. 
Night temperatures were too cool 
for normal cotton growth through 
most of the month of May. 

Rainfall was below normal for 
the first four months of 1950. 
Growers had considerable difficulty 
in getting full stands and replanting 
was much above normal, 

Fleahopper and plant lice caused 
considerable damage to young cotton 
in many Piedmont sections. Above 
average rainfall during May, June 
and July -- particularly in eastern 
areas -- caused considerable flooding 
and washing of soils. 

Boll weevil developed rapidly, 
being protected by cloudy, damp 
weather and frequent rains which 
prohibited effective controls. In- 
festation reached record proportions 
throughout the State. 

Abandonment due to poor stands, 
boll weevil and other factors was 
unusually large this year -- amount- 
ing to 26,000 acres or 4.4 percent 
of the acreage in cultivation July l. 
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FARM REPORT 


NORTH CAROLINA COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS - 1949 AND PRELIMINARY 1950 


ACREAGE HARVESTED i/ YIELD PER ACRE PRODUCTI ON PRICE VALUE 2/ 


AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE 
19 39. 48 19 39 - 48 19 30-48 


FoR FRESH MARKET: 
MA, BEAN'Soeeccccccccisc oe decere 
SNIAP BEAN'S, (AU Liscrere ars: sree. 0.0 o's 
LATE SUMMER, WEST 
EARLY FALL.... 
CABBAGE, ALL. 
LATE SPRING... .seeee 
LATE SUMMER, WEST..cocceeceee 
EATIES EAL Oivovatyreleteieis eis inners (eteieite 
CAN TALOUPES.......5 
CUCUMBERS .....- Kevalerawieietelerslsie lets B 
IRE TNUCES OWE Silyarsivratecelnie crsielmtaraiave 
GREEN UPIEASi\s clstaielein cete/sicielsinre eve 
GREEN (PEGPERSs cuts srediersiercleicielere 


9,810 


sec eee eee see eee 


oO Seve ccliesionicccccs 1,800 
6,230 
47,020 


i i i ee a ay 


+ THOUSANDS - 


e DOLLARS - 


1,000 DOLLARS 


—— 


1/ Acreage for harvest, including any partially harvested or not harvested because of low prices or other economic factors. 
ear and should not be confused with calendar year income. 


4 Values are for the marketing season or crop 
3/ Include some quantities not marketed and excluded in computing value. 


VALUE TRUCK CROPS DOWN SHARPLY 


The year 1950 proved to be dis- 
couraging to producers of many fresh 
market vegetable crops in North Car- 
Olina. Even though the acreage of 1l 
principal crops was 5.6 percent great- 
er and gross tonnage 9 percent above 
1949, total value of these crops was 
23.6 percent below that of last year. 
Only five crops showed gains over 1949. 
(See table above). 


SWEETPOTATC PRODUCTION UP SLIGHTLY 


Production of sweetpotatoes in 
North Carolina during 1950 totaled 
6,785,000 bushels. PS ied Gee o nD 
percent increase from the 6,554,000 
bushels produced last year. Both 
acreage and yield were up from 1949. 
An estimated 59,000 acres were har- 
vested this year compared with 58,000 
acres in 1949. Yield at 115 bushels 
was up 2 bushels from that of last year. 


RECORD YIELD FOR IRISH POTATOES 


Although total production of Irish 
potatoes in North Carolina at an es- 
timated 10,368,000 bushels was only 
the fifth largest crop of record, 
yield for 1950 topped those for all 
previous years. The average yield 
for all potatoes this year was 162 
bushels. This is 10 bushels above 
the previous record of 1946 and 
compares with a yield of 129 bushels 
in 1949 and the average of 114 bushels. 

Production of commercial early 
potatoes is estimated at 6,425,000 
bushels. This production resulted 
from a record high yield of 250 bush- 
els per acre from 25,700 acres harvest- 
ed in 1950. High yields this year 
were in part due to a reasonably good 
growing season plus extended delays 
in harvesting which meant extra large 
sizing of tubers. 


FLUE-CURED YIELDS (Continued) 


reage harvested is 14th from the top. 
The growing season in type 12 belt 
for 1950 was unusually good which re- 
sulted in a record yield of 1, 380 pounds 
compared with 1,245 in 1949 and the 
average of 1,110 pounds. 

Border belt production totaled 
103, 499,000 pounds this year which is 
exceeded only by production in 1946 
and 1947. The 1950 crop was 7.5 per- 
cent greater than in 1949 and , 24 
percent above average. Yield for 1950 
averaged 1,310 pounds, a record high, 
compared with 1250 last year. 

As a whole the 1950 season turned 
out exceptionally favorable for flue- 
cured tobaccec production. The winter 
months were open and aided growers to 
get their plant beds prepared and 
planted early. 

However, in spite of this early 
start, the outlook for some areasas 
to plant supplies was not too encourag- 
ing in late April and early May due to 
the effects of dry weather, insect 
damages and late spring freezes. A 
rapid turn for the better occurred dur- 
ing the first two weeks of May as the 
result of general rains and warm weather. 

Burley production for 1950 is es- 
timated at 16,000,000 pounds compared 
with 15,552,000 in 1949 and the av- 
erage of 12,307,000 pounds. 


LARGER WHEAT CROP FOR 1951 


Fall reports from growers indicate 
436,000 acres of wheat to be seeded 
for harvest in 1951. This is about 
1épercent more acreage than was har- 
vested in 1950. Conditions have gen- 
erally been favorable for seeding 
throughout the fall. Based on reports 
from growers as of December 1, 1950 
relative to the condition of the crop 
a production of 6,104,000 . bushels 
from the 1951 crop is indicated. 


4/ Excludes Irish Potatoes and strawberries. 


SMALL GRAINS ABOUT AVERAGE 


Total production from the State’s 
small grain crops during 1950 amount- 
ed to 18,392,000 bushels which was 
slightly more than in 1949. 

Largely as a result of optional 
acreage controls this year, the total 
acreage of wheat showed a decrease. 
However, the drop in acreage was more 
than offset by higher yields, re- 
sulting in a total production slight- 
ly above last year. Likewise, acreage 
of rye for harvest decreased slightly 
but was overly offset by increased 
yields. 

Harvested acreages of both oats 
and barley were above 1949 but lower 
yields from these crops were realized. 
Total production of rye was slightly 
higher this year while the production 
of barley was slightly lower. 

Generally, the seasons for the 
1950 small grain crops were favorable. 
However, some damage was incurred 
as a result of late freezes last 
spring. Disease and insect damage, 
for the most part were about normal. 


RECORD SOYBEAN CROP 


North Carolina’s expanding soy- 
bean crop rose to a new peak in pro- 
duction this year with acreage and 
yield both reaching the highest level 
of record. Production of soybeans for 
beans from the 1950 crop is now es- 
timated at 5,117,000 bushels - - an 
average yield of 17.0 bushels from 
301,000 acres. This compares with 
last year’s revised production of 
4,224,000 bushels and 16.0 - bushel 
yield. The 10-year average produc- 
tion for the State is 2,675,000 
bushels. 

The acreage devoted to soybeans 
for beans has shown a marked increase 
during the past six years, while the 
acreage devoted to soybeans for all 
other purposes has declined consider- 
ably during this period. 


DECEMBER 22, 1950 FARM REPORT 


ANNUAL SUMMARY - ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1949 AND PRELIMINAR 950 


ACREAGE HARVESTED YIELD PER ACRE PRODUCTION SEASON AV. PRICE VALUE OF 
REC’D BY FARMERS PRODUCTION 1{/ 


CROP UNET AVERAGE Wise esol AVERAGE AVERAGE H 
39 48 1939 - 48 1939-48 | 19.49 Saye he eat | 19 50 


NORTH 
CAROL INA THOUSAND ACRES THOUSANDS DOLLARS 1,000 DoLLarRs 
GENERAL CROPS 
FALE CORN ccciveccctie cies 2,298 Fah AIG} 2.215 24.2 35.0 37.6 
. . . . . . 55,385 Tite 02 5 . 
rae tay 2183 Rie | 2ae ge a7 | a.eg3 75iaag raisig] Ie 1 Meza um 
caene FOR FORAGE. see. 45 51 53 % Be cs 146 104 156 : y p < 
BARE eee hisses: 450 At? 375 | 15.1 13.0 14.5 6,80 ; y : : ‘ 
F . 7 809 5,421 5,438 1.99 2.45 10.7 ’ 
Seibel sol 308 394 402:| 27.0 30.0 29.5 8.417 11,820 11,859 -80 .90 9, 456 10 673 
hs a Ae eecee ae 36 37 24.1 25.9 24.0 822 3900 8388 1.16 12:30 1,044 1.154 
SORGHUMME EOE SaaS 19 18 t1.0 10555 11.5 389 200 207 1.99 2.20 398 455 
Senco Stee sees ° 21 29 . 25.0 30.0 oo 525 870 1.19 1.34 625 1, 166 
puree ee ce aueaie® os ai? 10 68 72.0 72.0 796 720 720 1.90 2.05 1, 368 1,476 
Caron cnn ee 565 373 259 152 y a eras Pah = meas - 405 67,980 36, 450 
5 5 ats is = B 3 4| 42.20 82.00 eal ; 
eA Oe FLUE*CURED... 653.3 621.0 636.0 1,066 1,178 1,348 696,707 Taleoso 857,150 - 482 . 352,685 its 
de rine eats we 254.4 240.0 250.0 994 1,070 1,320 254,833 256,800 330,000 469 - 120,439 ° 
le ee cee 322.7 304.0 307.0 1,110 1,245 1,380 358.674 378, 480 423,660 . 488 . 184,€96 ° 
ds Sib ge See 76.2 77.6 79.0 | 1,088 1,250 1,310 83,200 96,250 103,490 494 . 47,548 3 
IRISH POTATOES, ALL... 9.1 10.8 10.0 | 1.318 1.440 1.600 12,307 15.552 16,000] .434 : 6750 : 
op a ea al e oeee 82 63 64 114 129 162 9,302 8,127 1Q, 368 1.95 +80 10,971 8,294 
sale h is pe 70 58 59 {07 113 115 7,403 6,554 6.785 2.15 1.85 14,09} 12,552 
ee vecccee 150.7 165 132 214 280 200 32, 480 46, 200 26, 400 081 ~097 3,742 2.561 
HAY CROPS 
Ri re saad Heck 1,140 ae ah nes 1,219 1,384 1,246 | 28.60 28.50 39, 582 35, 5itis 
seem eeerereeeee a : o 31 14 1538 ° * e e 
CLOVER & TIMOTHY. oe 0-5 vas 95 98 1.14 125 9525 88 19 122 ° - ° © 
Eee aes eee 460 498 433 1.08 120 tO. 499 598 476 : . ° ° 
OY BEANS ccccecccwectes 179 116 122 ti 1.25 1..10 199 145 134 - - ° ° 
Bee aera ence 78 24 22 87 1,00 95 67 2 21 . 2 . - 
APE tenia ah EE ae 252 224 222 363 70 65 159 157 444 ° ° . e 
RAINSs cocccecsvcscens 80 85 1.02 1.15 1.65 82 98 84 ° o : : 
OTHER HAY conscccvcctione 88 92 97 1.06 1.10 1.10 93 101 107 . ° ° ° 
ISORGHUM FORAGE. .seeeeee 14 14 16 1.98 2.25 2.20 28 32 35 24.20 25.00 774 875 
LEGUMES 
ISOY BEANS: 
GROWN ALONE. so veveevee 382 380 418 - ° ° . ° - : . : . 
INTERPLANTED. wre. eens 363 206 206 ° - . ° . - ° C 5 e 
EQUIVALENT SOLID...... 564 483 521 ° . ° . 5 C ° 0 ° 
HARVESTED FOR BEANS... 222 264 301 12.6 16.0 17.0 2,675 4,224 Cyaihale 1.93 2.45 6,152 20097, 
GRAZED OR PLOWED UNDER 163 103 98 . : . . . : - : : . 
OWPEAS: 
GROWN ALONE. ..seetervee 120 57 49 . . - ° - - - - - . 
IN TERPLANTED... co ccoee 254 80 70 . . . - - > . ° - 
EQUEVALENT SOLID. ..a0- 247 97 84 : : . - - ° - ° : ° 
HARVESTED FOR PEAS.... 54 19 19 4.8 5.5 6.0 252 104 114 4.14 4.70 431 536 
GRAZED OR PLOWED UNDER 115 54 43 ° . ° . . ° e S 5 ° 
PEANUTS: 
GROWN ALONE.seseveee se 297 248 246 - - . ° : ° ° : ° = 
INTERPLANTED. ccs eeeee 2 2 o - - -- - - . : - : 
EQUIVALENT SOLID. ..66- 298 249 247 : ° - . > : : : * e 
PICKED & THRESHED....4 280 236 234 1,138 1,030 1,060 315,847 243,080 248,040 « 108 whe, 26,553 31,501 
FRUITS & NUTS 
APPLES, COM°L CROP..... 5 . ° . ° . 982 448 3/1, 296 2.00 1.65 896 2,053 
PEACHES, TOTAL CROP.... 3 5 & 5 5 : 2,167 1,428 548 2.70 4.10 3,856 2,247 
PEAR Sevsleianeie vie clele n o16.6 016 . ° . . . . 280 130 150 1.90 2.00 247 300 
GRApESweet eee awvec™ A = 2 : . - 5.2 4.5 5.5] 145.00 165.00 652 908 
PECANS MEAL Ie econ 6 : : . : 2,483 2,924 2,047 . 243 302 710 618 
[NEROVED SE oee ane * : : : ° 2,204 2,573 1,842} .250 310 643 571 
° . ° ° - ° 279 351 205 ~190 . 230 67 47 


SEEDLINGS. .eeevcmeseos 


UNITED STATES 


ORNim ALLS aoicee cet eens 88,007 87,029 83,302 32.9 38.8 37.6 {2,900,932 3,379,436 3,131,009 1.24 1.45 14,197,542 4,535,607 
EATAMALE seca eters 60,236 76,559 61,741 17.0 14.9 16.6 ]1,031,312 1,141,188 1,026,755 1.88 1.98 | 2,141,564 2,033,552 
Of GG ioe DSAOTIGNBONOOE 38.762 40,440 42,027 32.8 32.9 34.9 11,274,474 1,329,473 1,465,134 66 .78 876,941 1,141,522 
PARLEY Soi oaelesisi ceases 12,858 9,857 11,191 24.2 24.0 26.9 310.668 236,737 301,009 1.04 1.13 245,523 339,063 
RV Elec Cast ak calisierecsie 8 2,674 1,560 1,822 12.0 12.0 12.6 32, 155 18,739 22,977 1.22 1.26 22,807 28.937 
BUCK WHEAT Sens cotsreatt's os 414 280 266 1720) 1826) 1729 7,029 5,203 4.749 .96 1.09 5,004 5, 162 
GOTTONSHE INT accrnerea ster. 21,282 27,230 17,850 | 261.3 284.0 265.4 |2/ 11,599 2/ 16,128 2/ 9,864] . 286 .400 | 2,304,640 1.977, 100 
COTTONSEED... as 5 s 3 5 4.730 6,559 4,005] 43.40 85.70 284,810 343,095 
AVRCAULL Oceans: 74,470 72,995 75,741 1.35 1.36 1.41 100/344 99.536 106,819] 21.30 21.10 | 2,122,276 2,251,435 

HAV MENIAL Da eidees aisieve 13,552 14,925 15,024 .89 182 «=. 83 12.064 12,296 12,509 Z ° 5 
SORGHUM, FOR GRAIN. «se. 6,552 6,612 10,361 16.4 23.1 22.9 108,836 152,630 237,456 1.12 1.06 171,287 250,876 
SORGHUM, FOR FORAGE.... 7,965 4,164 4,750 1.42 1.87 1.55 11,317 6.541 ee 12.60 13.20 82,492 96,951 

SORGHUM, FOR SILAGE..es 856 623 VA) 5.85 7. 4 A ‘ ° : - . ° 
ESPEDEZA) SEED oe se ccece 846.9 1,005.0 740.6 208 247 220 178,191 248,300 163,120 .699 890 17, 357 14,516 
SOYBEANS, FOR BEANS... 8,764 10,156 13,291 18.8 22.7 21.6 164,491 230,897 287,010 2.16 2.32 499.743 665,590 
COWPEAS, FOR PEAS..seee 944 488 460 5.5 6.2 6.5 5,068 3,032 2,982 3.58 3.88 10,850 11,565 
PEANUTS, FOR NUTS..see. 2,880 2,332 2,315 687 804 881 |1,950,690 1,875,825 2,038,425 £104 2110 194,582 223,406 
RORATOES oincemeoes ce 2,654.2 1,912,6 1,647.1 | 154.6 215.2 237.9 403,284 411,565 439,500 1.29 .98 531.793 428,859 
SWEETPOTATOES. vesveesss 683.3 550.7 562.8 | 90.8 100.5 104.4 61,786 55, 368 58,729 2.15 ere 118.776 100,743 

TOBACCO: FLUE CURED.... 969.4 935.4 954.5] 1,048 1,191 1,316 | 1,020,200 1,114,508 1,255,790 472 . 525,511 : 
ALL TYPES. sees 1,649.6 1,630.9 1,593.9 | 1,073 1,209 1,277 11,777,945 1,972,359 2,035,915 459 6515 905,134 1,047,729 
SORGOPSTRUP Hoe eels cicicle« 177 9 01 61.3 66.8 63.2 10,799 6,012 6, 383 Ten? 1.79 10,343 11.453 
APPLES, COMMERCIAL...+. . : : é Y ~ 13/109, 408 3/133,742 3/120, 499 1.38 1.85 168.518 218,948 
SOE, Te Adeenade be 5 2 A : -  |3/ 70,090 3/ 74,818 3/ 52,573 1.54 Bet 106,391 108,237 
DaAGG. Fiisoon Z é A 3 z 3 3/ 30,295 3/ 36,404 3/ 31,263 (622 2.21 41,003 68,991 
VOR. Matacanreetc : Zi x : ‘ > = -13/2,776.9 3/2,662.1 3/3,640.9| 36.80 68.40 98,056 180,369 
PECANS, (12 STATES)««+* . C : = : 120,955 128,174 12,503] .187 .283 23,933 31,881 
eps plane : 3 F 5 : 5 51, 267 47,373 53, 383 217 317 10,272 16,937 
ee tee Ge : 2 5 : é 5 69,688 80,801 59, 120 . 169 . 253 13,661 14,944 


SEEDLINGS. seceececces 
1/ The values shoun are for the crop year and should not be confused with calendar year income. 
2/ Bales of 500 pounds gross weight.  3/ Includes some quantities not harvested. 
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HAY PRODUCTION BELOW 1949 


The production of "all hay" in North 
Carolina during 1950 is estimated at 
1, 246,000 tons, which is 138,000 tons 
below production during 1949. Produc- 
tion of "all hay" during 1950 compares 
with the i0-year average production 
of 1, 219,000 tons. 

The "all hay" average yield per acre 
of 1.40 tons on the 1950 crop compares 
with 1.16 tons in 1949 and the 1939-48 
average yield of .99 tons per acre. 

The decrease in "all hay" produc- 
tion is accounted for by a decrease 
in total acres harvested as well as 
a lower yield per acre. It is esti- 
mated that hay was harvested from 
1,140,000 acres in 1950 compared with 
1,191,000 acres in 1949 and the 10- 
year average of 1, 229,000 acres. 


PEANUT PRODUCTION UP SLIGHTLY 


North Carolina produced 248 million 
pounds of peanuts picked and threshed 
this year -- a crop 2 percent above 
1949 but 21 percent below the 10-year 
average. Oomparatively low yields were 
realized in many areas this year as a 
result of adverse conditions during the 
planting and growing season. However, 
the digging and picking season was gen- 
erally ideal. Except for the 1949 crop 
production this year was the lowest 
since 1938, being brought about largely 
as a result of acreage controls and 
low yields. 

An average yield of 1,060 pounds 
is estimated for the current year’s 
crop which compares with 1,030 pounds 
last year and the 10-year average of 
1,138 pounds. : 

This year’s harvested crop of 234,- 
000 acres, the lowest since 1941, com- 
pares with 236,000 acres harvested 
in 1949 and the 10-year. average of 
280,000 acres. 
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RECORD CORN CROP (Continued) 


by 4, 430,000 bushels. On a percentage 
basis, the 1950 crop exceeds 1949 pro- 
duction hy 5.7 percent, 1948 produc- 
tion by 18.8 percent and the 1939-48 
average production by 48.0 percent. 

The 1950 average yield is estima- 
ted at 37.0 bushels per acre. This 
is a record yield for North Carolina 
corn producers. The previous record 
yield of 35.0 bushels per acre was 
set in 1949. The 1950 estimated yield 
exceeds the 1939-48 average yield by 
12.8 bushels per acre. 

It is estimated that Tar Heel far- 
mers have or will harvest a total of 
2,215,000 acres of corn this year, 
which is the same as the 1949 revised 
acreage. The 10-year average har- 
vested acreage is 2, 298,000. 

The 1950 U. S. crop is estimated 
at 3.1 billion bushels, which is 
7.3percent less than 1949 production, 
but 7.9 percent more than the 1939-48 
average production. The 1950 average 
Us So ylelid vs estimated tatemsias 
bushels per acre. The 1950 yield 
compares with the 10-year average of 
32.9 bushels and the 1949 yield of 
38.8 bushels. 


EGG PRODUCTION DOWN SEASONALLY 


North Carolina farm flocks pro- 
duced 50 million eggs during Novem- 
ber -- 4 percent less than the 52 
million produced in November a year 
ago. 

Eeg production per layer in Novem 
ber was 6.42 eggs, compared with the 
record November production of 6.57 
eggs per layer established last year. 

The number of layers in farm flocks 
during the month totalled 7,791,000 -- 
2.4 percent less than the 7,982,000 
layers reported on farms during Nov- 
ember of a year ago. 
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WEATHER AND CROPS (Continued) 


While some individual farmers 
suffered heavy losses the over-all 
damage was not too great. 

The summer growing season turned 
OU Geto” bie very. £0 0dsLo realalm on 
the State’s major crops except 
cotton, in spite of what at first 
appeared to be excessive and damag- 
ing rains in Judy. These rains 
came at just the right time to 
finish out the growth of tobacco 
and the moderate weather thereafter 
made for maturity of the heaviest 
crop of record. 

Cotton in many sections grew 
out "weedy". This was in part due 
to the heavy reins in July but was 
also the result of lack of "fruit- 
ing" because of severe weevil in- 
festation, since little plant food 
was needed to produce seed and lint, 
plant growth profited. 

The fall months were almost 
ideal for fall harvesting operations 
and September-November planting of 
small grain crops proceeded with 
little interruption due to weather. 
In fact, for short periods in some 
sections dry soils were the only 
drawback to early planting. 

Delavs of this type were for 
the best since many grain producers 
seed their crops too early. 


SORGHUM GRAIN ACREAGE INCREASES 


It is estimated that North Caro- 
lina farmers harvested 29,000 acres 
of sorghum grain from the 1950 crop, 
The total acreage harvested in 1950 
exceeded 1949 by 8,000 acres or 38 
percent. The 1950 estimated yield 
of.3 0 bushels per acre compares with 
25 bushels in 1949. Total produc- 
tion from the 1950 crop is estimated 
at 870,000 bushels. 


